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Abstract: During the two years since 2007, the Kyoto-Gyoen National Garden Office, which is affiliated with the Ministry of the Environment, has formulated a park construction and management plan for the Kyoto-Gyoen National Garden through citizen participation. On the basis of this plan, some trial work has been carried out through citizen participation, such as the construction of some facilities. In addition, some trial events have been organized for park visitors. This park is recognized not only as an important urban forest in Kyoto City, but also as a sacred space with a significant place in history, since it was part of the imperial household garden before the Second World War. It is to say that the park has a kind of special cultural setting and environment. Therefore, this park is regarded as one of the places symbolizing Japan's cultural and spiritual identity from a national respective. The organization of trial activities through citizen participation has led to the rediscovery of the park's attractiveness and uniqueness. This study clarified that even for special sites like the Kyoto Gyoen National Garden, which is esteemed and held in reverence by the people, the method of citizen participation is useful for park planning and that utilization activities are effective for their proper management. Keywords: national garden, the Kyoto-Gyoen, citizen participation, park planning, cultural setting 
